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Syllabus | DSS 5302: Global Security                         CRN | 25941 

College | Liberal Arts     Department | Criminal Justice – National Security 
Studies Institute                     

Instructor | Dr. Paul Ashby    Email |  pdashby@utep.edu 

Technical Support |UTEP Helpdesk at (915) 747-5257 or helpdesk@utep.edu 

Course Dates | March 16th 2020 – May 3rd 2020  

Classes | Fully Online through Blackboard (contact me if new to this!) 

Please Note | This Syllabus subject to change, please report errors, typos, 
confusions 

Overview 

Course and Instructor Introduction 

Hello all, and welcome to DSS 5302 ‘Global Security’. This course aims to introduce you to both 
the broad academic field of Security Studies, and how it can help us understand ‘Global 
Security’. I hope this will help you see security in a whole new way, or even lots of ways!  
Examining global security and current trends in Security Studies takes us away from ‘traditional’ 
security subjects such as war, towards issues like health security, poverty reduction, migration 
flows, energy and environmental security, and more. We are going to pack a lot in to a short 
space of time, and I hope you’ll get some new and fresh perspectives on security issues 
amongst it all! Equally, you’ll bring a lot to the table yourselves through your own experience 
and expertise. 

mailto:pdashby@utep.edu
http://admin.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=63402
mailto:helpdesk@utep.edu
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My name is Dr. Paul Ashby. I am a relatively recent arrival El Paso, TX from the UK – specifically 
a seaside town called Ramsgate. I have lived in El Paso for five years now. I have taught 
numerous courses in International Relations (IR) and Security Studies for over nine years, here 
and in the UK, and both face-to-face and online. 

My doctorate explored U.S. security interaction with Mexico in the context of Mexico’s drug-
related security crisis, U.S. Homeland Security, and North American regional security. My major 
research interests are in U.S. foreign policy and grand strategy, and how the U.S. defines, 
pursues, and achieves its national security is of course of course relevant to everything we’ll 
study together. However, we will attempt to adopt a truly global worldview. 

Contacting Dr. Ashby   

It is very much best to e-mail me directly with any questions, and indeed I will be emailing you 
directly, too. Keep an eye on your UTEP email accounts. I will always try and respond to you 
within 24 hours, and always try to help where I can. I don’t need to remind you online 
communication is key in online learning! 🙃 

It will be especially important to contact me if you need any guidance with work.  

I will be experimenting with official office hours in Blackboard Collaborate within our 
Blackboard shell on Fridays between 12pm-5pm. I know schedules can be challenging, though. 
If you need something email me and we can perhaps set up a specific date and time. Please ask 
about this. 

If you are local, we can also meet in my office in 213B Kelly Hall on the UTEP Campus.  My 
official office hours are 12:30pm-5.30pm Tuesdays and Thursdays, but if we can arrange 
appointments.  on non-class weekdays if necessary and by arrangement.  

Important Note! I am looking forward to working with you all on this course! I am aware that 
all of you have busy schedules and responsibilities and commitments. The work load for the 
MDSS is already challenge, but especially amongst these other commitments. 

Rest assured, I will remain as flexible to your needs and commitments as the class progresses as 
I can, whilst also maintaining the standards of a Master’s program. You can always discuss 
issues with me directly and on an individual basis - whether in class, after class, and/or through 
email. We can work together to make sure you get the best possible experience from the 
course! I will be flexible! 

Information in the Syllabus  

This Syllabus document is meant to be a complete guide to the Course, giving you the all the 
key information necessary prior to its commencement. It is a bit long, but hopefully answers to 
a lot of questions will be here! 
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It includes this Overview, introducing the course and giving key information. 

There is then a Full Course Overview starting on p.11 that contains a clear breakdown of each 
Module, its required readings, core questions, and work due.  

There is also Work Guidance starting on p. 20 which gives deeper guidance and advice for all 
the assessed work on the course.  

Course Description  

This course serves as an introduction to academic and practical concepts applying to ‘Global 
Security’. Reflecting changes in both the world and the academic discipline of Security Studies, 
the course will cover the origins of Security Studies, and give a working knowledge of some 
theoretical and analytical tools that can help us understand a complex and increasingly 
fractious global security environment from different perspectives. We will interrogate several 
contemporary security issues, challenges, and debates. Broadly speaking, the early parts of the 
course we will give us a solid background in the core theories, themes, concepts, 
developments, and controversies that make up Security Studies. Then we will aim to apply 
these to real-world contemporary security issues. 

Particular attention will be devoted to the “new security agenda”. This has moved the study 
and the subject of Security Studies beyond “traditional” core concerns of ‘national security’, to 
a much wider and broader understanding of what security is, means, encompasses, and looks 
like. Security Studies now covers everything from the environment down to the individual. We 
will discuss the relative usefulness, applicability, and strengths and weaknesses of the “new 
security agenda”, and the widening of Security Studies, from a number of differing 
perspectives.  

The main aim of the course is to structure and broaden students’ understanding of 
contemporary global security issues and debates, and to give them the critical and analytical 
tools to do so. This will help your general knowledge, and your ability to think critically about 
issues in all their glorious and terrifying complexity. 

Course Objectives  

Through our course together, and most importantly your own independent research, thinking, 
and analysis, you will be expected to demonstrate a strong understanding of the key ground we 
will cover. On completion of the course, students should be able to demonstrate:  

> Knowledge of the main theoretical approaches to security;  

> Understanding of the key concepts and terminologies in the field of Security Studies;  

> Ability to identify and evaluate the assumptions made by different approaches to the 
study of security;  
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> Awareness of the history, the evolution and current trends in Security Studies, and 
major issues in international security;  

> An ability to apply the above to specific contemporary security issues, including in 
evaluation and analysis;  

> A deeper and wider understanding of contemporary issues and concerns in Global 
Security; 

> An ability to critically evaluate the usefulness / applicability of competing theories and 
concepts within Security Studies and beyond; 

> Understanding how and why our concepts and study of security has broadened 

> An ability to evaluate the “new security agenda” from differing standpoints 

> A deeper knowledge of some of the key global security issues ready to take forward to 
other courses and your career 

Course Module Breakdown  

Here is a simple, at a glance breakdown of the weekly module topics on the course (also see 
next page).  

Week  Module Class Start  

1.   What is Security Studies? 03.16.20 

2.   “The New Security Agenda” 03.23.20 

3.  
 Still the Big Question? Wars Old and New, and How                
to Stop Them… 

03.30.20 

4. 
Contemporary Threats: From Nukes to Global Terrorism to 
Energy Security 

04.06.20 

5.  Broadening Security: Economics, Politics, and Society 04.13.20 

6. 
Broadening Security: Health, the Environment, and Human 
Security 

04.20.20 

7. 
 A World on Fire? Contemporary Global Security and the Role 
of Security Studies 04.27.20 
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Textbooks and Recommended Reference Materials 

We will use the following as our textbook. Copies will be available at the UTEP bookstore, and 
of course online (links below). Please do email with any issues.  

➢  Peter Hough, Shahin Malik, Andrew Moran and Bruce Pilbam International Security 
Studies: Theory and Practice (New York, NY: Routledge, 2015) 

This is a new textbook adoption! It is an introductory book for Security Studies, covering 
the major theoretical debates and a large number of specific security topics in an 
accessible way. We will use it extensively throughout the course. It will also be useful for 
the rest of your MDSS courses. It gives good introductory overviews and reading 
recommendations for scores of topics. I have chosen it because I am hoping it provides a 
better one volume coverage of the topics (in the past I have used two books). 

Other Helpful General Texts  

Some of these are available in the UTEP library (if you can get there!), indicated with an 
asterisk.* Do not worry if you cannot purchase or get a hold of these titles, they are just there 
as a guide for helpful wider reading. Do not feel restricted by them in your research, either! 
Contact me for wider reading guidance for your work.   

➢ Paul D. Williams Security Studies: An Introduction 3rd edn. (New York, NY: Routledge, 
2018) 

➢ Roland Dannreuther International Security: The Contemporary Agenda 2nd edn. 
(Malden, MA: Polity Press, 2013) 

➢ Alan Collins Contemporary Security Studies 4th edn. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2016) 
Another great textbook, not available in the library but worth picking up a copy 
(including previous editions) if you can.  

➢ *Myriam Dunn Cavelty and Victor Mauer [eds.] The Routledge Handbook of Security 
Studies (New York: Routledge, 2012)  

➢ * Michael E. Smith International Security: Politics, Policy, Prospects (New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2010)  

➢ Barry Buzan, Ole Wæver, Jaap de Wilde Security: A New 
Framework for Analysis (Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1998)  
This is a classic of “the new security agenda”, introducing the concept of 
“securitization”. I will try and share some content from it with you as PDFs. 

https://www.amazon.com/International-Security-Studies-Theory-Practice/dp/0415734371/ref=sr_1_1?crid=65JU95T9EI6&keywords=international+security+studies+theory+and+practice&qid=1583637140&sprefix=international+security+studies%2Caps%2C184&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/International-Security-Studies-Theory-Practice/dp/0415734371/ref=sr_1_1?crid=65JU95T9EI6&keywords=international+security+studies+theory+and+practice&qid=1583637140&sprefix=international+security+studies%2Caps%2C184&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Security-Studies-Introduction-Paul-Williams-ebook/dp/B079TZHHTB/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1533529731&sr=8-4&keywords=security+studies
https://www.amazon.com/International-Security-Contemporary-Roland-Dannreuther/dp/0745653774/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1502760893&sr=1-1&keywords=dannreuther
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➢ Columba Peoples and Nick Vaughan-Williams Critical Security Studies: An Introduction 
1st and 2nd edn. (New York: Routledge, 2010; 2015) 
Of interest and use if looking to understand the shift in Security Studies beyond 
‘traditional’ security and even the “new security agenda”, to more critical examinations 
of even the basics. 

➢ Peter Hough Understanding Global Security 3rd edn. (New York: Routledge, 2013) 
Older but still helpful editions available.  

➢ Barry Buzan and Lene Hansen The Evolution of International Security Studies (New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 2009) 
A deeper overview of the development of and changes within Security Studies, towards 
the “new security agenda”  

➢ * Christopher W. Hughes and Lai Yew Meng [eds.] Security Studies: A Reader (New 
York: Routledge, 2011)  

➢ K.M. Fierke Critical Approaches to International Studies (Boston, MA: Polity Press, 
2015) 

Course Requirements, Due Dates, and Overall Grading 

This course has several tasks and assessments, which will be due and weighted as follows: 

Activity % of Overall Grade Due Date 

Student Introduction 5% 03.22.20 11.59pm 

Discussion Pieces (3) 45% In Modules 2, 4 and 6 – 
see Full Course Overview  

Final Assignment Plan 15% 04.19.20 11.59pm 

Final Assignment  35% 05.01.20 11.59pm 

Total       100%  

  

The achieved grades will be given numerically in percentages on the UTEP grading scale: 

59 & below (F) 

60-69 (D) 

70-79 [C] 
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80-89 (B) 

90-100 (A) 

See Curriculum and Classroom Policies for more information on grading at UTEP. 

Late Policies 

As this course lasts only 7 weeks, it is essential to be organized and manage your time wisely.  

However! If, because of work, illness or family emergency, you find yourself struggling to keep 
up with what is expected, please email me as soon as possible. I know that on occasion life does 
of course intrude on other plans! As I mentioned above, I am aware that you have existing 
commitments and responsibilities. I will be flexible as long as you communicate with me!  

If you require an extension on course work because of extenuating work, health or family 
reasons, email me at least 24 hours before the relevant assignment deadline. Briefly explain 
your situation and request an extension of a specific length (e.g. 1 day). I will reply as soon as 
possible. Depending on the case, you may need to submit supporting documentation (e.g. a 
doctor's note). 

In cases where an extension has not been arranged and no contact has been made between 
me and the student, work submitted late will be subject to a penalty of 5% per day.  

Assignments will not be accepted after they are 5 days late and there has been no 
communication between us; they will be given a grade of 0. 

IMPORTANT! I will work with you on these issues! I know how busy you all are in the MDSS 
program, often with full time work commitments and everything else life throws at us! All I ask 
is that you make sure you let me know what is going on, and I will help. 

Academic Integrity 

As a UTEP student, you are expected to demonstrate academic integrity. In particular, you must 
properly identify and provide references for all material that you quote or paraphrase. 

Cheating, plagiarism and collusion are all violations of the UTEP Handbook of Operating 
Procedures. Again, for more on this see the relevant section of the Curriculum and Classroom 
Policies. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will 
be referred to the Dean of Students Office for disciplinary action. 

NOTE! Large tracts of texts copied verbatim, even if you have a reference for them, can be 
considered technical plagiarism, especially if they are not indicated with quotations. 
Repeating your own work can be a form of self-plagiarism and action can be taken 
accordingly. 

We will cover this again in class. However, if you have any questions or concerns about this 
please do let me know. If in doubt – check! 

http://catalog.utep.edu/grad/academic-regulations/curriculum-and-classroom-policies/
http://admin.utep.edu/Default.aspx?alias=admin.utep.edu/hoop
http://admin.utep.edu/Default.aspx?alias=admin.utep.edu/hoop
http://catalog.utep.edu/grad/academic-regulations/curriculum-and-classroom-policies/
http://catalog.utep.edu/grad/academic-regulations/curriculum-and-classroom-policies/
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Evaluations  

We will have an official evaluation near the completion of the course through UTEP. 

UTEP greatly appreciates your input and opinion on courses. From a personal perspective, I take 
your feedback seriously and will always try to incorporate it into the course where appropriate. 
We therefore greatly appreciate you taking the time to complete these evaluations. 

IF I GET A 70% EVALUATION RESPONSE RATE, I WILL GIVE EXTRA CREDIT! 

The Online Learning Community 

Learning relies on the participation of all the people in the class to make it successful. You 
should actively engage in the course and be courteous and thoughtful at all times. Before you 
begin the course, take a few minutes to review the core rules of online communication. The 
key thing - be as respectful online as you would offline! Disagreement is healthy and natural; 
insults and ad hominem are not! Read other’s post carefully, respond with mutual respect, and 
remember we’re a community learning together. 

Course Expectations & Key Coursework Advice 

My Expectations of You… 

My expectations are straightforward - I expect you to try your best on this course, keep to 
deadlines - or keep me informed if you need some extra time - and complete the work 
required! This course relies on the participation of all the people in the class to make it 
successful. The pace of these 7-week courses is pretty frenetic and requires 
significant motivation and self-discipline. 

As this is a graduate course, the reading is quite extensive, and very important. This is the key 
thing I expect each week – for you to have completed some of the required reading. This 
reading, and some extra effort, is key to your Discussion Pieces and in the Final Assignment. 
Indeed, reading is the key to success! In my experience, there is almost always a correlation 
between those who demonstrate they have read carefully and widely during the course and 
those who get the highest marks! 

Again, if you require content-related help and support, please reach out. You can use the Help 
Forum in the Blackboard shell - if you are wondering about something, probably other people 
are wondering too, and you are helping everybody out by being the brave one who asks! Plus, 
you can of course contact me directly anytime. 

… and what you can expect of me 

You should expect flexibility from me and understanding of any situations that might impact 
your work.  

You should always feel comfortable approaching me for help, guidance, and advice. If you do 
need something, let me know. I will endeavor to respond to any email queries within 24 hours. I 

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
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really do encourage you to contact me about your assignment topics early on. 

Instructions and what you need to do to perform well in particular assessment tasks and on the 
course as a whole should be clear from the material provided you within and without of class.  

I will endeavor to provide assessment feedback within seven days of the due date. I will let you 
know if there is any likely delay to that. 

If there is anything you are unsure of, let me know! Again, communication between us will only 
ever help.  
 
General Advice for Assessed Work 

Each assessment is designed for me to gauge your understanding of the material and your 
ability to explain and synthesize it. However, in the Discussion Pieces, and especially the Final 
Assignment, the higher marks will be picked up when you show your ability to analyze and 
think critically about the topics we have covered. The course questions are all intended to 
provoke you to think through the particular topic in an analytical way. Often you will be trying 
to argue for or against a position, showing why a certain point stands, providing evidence for a 
claim, and showing you understand the reasons why things happened. As mentioned above, 
your research and reading are the bedrock upon which all good work is based for all the tasks, 
so be sure to keep up with reading, and research widely for your Assignment. 

Referencing 

Correct referencing should be used in each and every piece of work, including the Discussion 
Pieces. Please use APA style for referencing specifically. Be consistent and accurate in each 
piece of work. You can post referencing questions to the Help Board if you have any. 

See here for some referencing guidance – again, focus on the APA style guide. Please note, you 
only need to reference using APA. You do not need to follow the structure of an APA paper (e.g. 
only do an abstract if you want to, don’t feel like you have to!), 

Again, we will cover this a little more ‘in course’, and please, please, please ask questions if you 
need to! 

Submission of Work 

Everything will be submitted via Blackboard, and the links for Discussion work will be in each 
relevant module. It should be clear once you are in there! 

For the Final Assignment Plan and the Final Assignment, you will be able to submit your work 
in the ‘Assignments: Submission and Guidance’ section of our Blackboard page. The 
instructions should be clear, but please email me if you have any questions prior to submission. 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/
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Other Important / Helpful Information 

UTEP Course Drop Policy  

If unforeseen circumstances happen where a drop is necessary, students are responsible for 
initiating any course drop. It is the student’s responsibility to determine how dropping courses 
may affect financial aid. Students are limited to dropping no more than 6 courses over their 
entire academic career of all courses taken at any public college or University in Texas.  

You should contact me as your advisor about this. 

 a) Students who drop a course before the “official census date,” the course will not appear on 
the transcript, and doesn’t count toward the 6-course drop limit.  

b) Dropping a course after the official census date, but before the “course drop date” will 
generate a “W” in the course—although the drop shows on your transcript, a “W” does not 
lower your GPA. However, a “W” counts against your 6 drop limit.  

c) If the course is dropped after the “course drop date” or if the student just stops 
participating, taking tests, etc., UTEP requires the instructor to issue an “F” in the course that 
permanently remains on the transcript.  

d) UTEP also allows instructors to administratively drop any student because of too many times 
the student fails to submit assignments, discussion questions, or because of disciplinary 
reasons. In this case, the student will be notified of the course drop through their UTEP student 
email account. A “W” or an “F” will be issued. A “W’ for these reasons counts against the 6 drop 
limit.  

Disability Statement 

Individuals with disabilities have the right to equal access and opportunity. If you have a 
condition that may affect your ability to perform successfully in this course, it is your 
responsibility to contact The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at (915) 
747-5148 (voice or TTY) or cass@utep.edu.  

You are also encouraged to discuss this in confidence with me, preferably before classes begin. 

Copyright & Fair Use 

Much of the material that is posted within this course is protected by copyright law. These 
materials are only for the use of students enrolled in this course and only for the purpose of 
this course. They may not be further retained or disseminated. 

Library & Writing Center 

The Online Library Resource Center is available to enrolled students and faculty from inside the 
electronic campus. This is your starting point for access to online books, subscription 
periodicals, and Web resources that are designed to support your classes and generally not 

http://sa.utep.edu/cass/
mailto:cass@utep.edu
http://libraryweb.utep.edu/online/
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available through search engines on the open Web. In addition, the Center provides access to 
special learning resources, which the University has contracted to assist with your studies. 

The short video tutorials available here provide an overview of library resources and how best 
to navigate them.  

Click this link for the INSS Library Guide. 

The INSS librarian, Angela Lucero, is extremely helpful, and can assist you with any issues 
around resources and reading materials. She can be contacted at ajmartinez5@utep.edu. 

The University Writing Center offers both online and face-to-face consultations; online 
consultations require a reservation. 

 

Full Course Overview 

Module 1 

What is Security Studies? 

Objectives/Questions/Prompts Deadlines and 
Reminders 

Class 03.16.20 

Core Readings 

Peter Hough et al International 
Security Studies (hereafter ‘Hough’) 
Ch 1 ‘Framing a Discipline’ (Malik) 

Theories – Realism(s) and 
Liberalism(s) 

Hough Ch 2 ‘The Traditional Routes 
to Security: Realism and Liberalism’ 
(Smith) 

Supplementary/Topic Readings  

Stephen Walt ‘The Renaissance of 
Security Studies’ International 
Studies Quarterly 35 (1991) pp.211-
239 

Excerpt from Barry Buzan People, 
States, and Fear  

Hans J. Morgenthau ‘Six Principles of 
Political Realism’  

Class Questions 

How will the course be 
structured? Expectations? Your 
questions? 

What is security? Who is 
security for? What are the major 
trends in Security Studies? What 
are the major concepts? What 
have been the major changes in 
recent times? 

What are the classic theories of 
Security Studies?  

What is Realism? How does it 
approach Security Studies? 
What are its strengths and 
weaknesses in helping us 
understand the history and 
contemporary nature of global 
security?  

Student Intro 
– 03.22.20 

http://libguides.utep.edu/research
http://libguides.utep.edu/inss
mailto:ajmartinez5@utep.edu
http://uwc.utep.edu/
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/morg6.htm
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/morg6.htm
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Anne Marie Slaughter ‘Wilsonianism 
in the Twenty-First Century’ 

Return to (Normal) Great Power 
Competition?   

Walter Russell Mead ‘The Return of 
Geopolitics? The Revenge of the 
Revisionist Powers Foreign Affairs 
93, 4 (May, June, 2014) 

G. John Ikenberry ‘The Illusion of 
Geopolitics: The Enduring Power of 
the Liberal Order’ Foreign Affairs 93, 
4 (May, June, 2014) 

And the same for Liberalism… 

Module 2 

“The New Security Agenda”  

 
Class 03.23.20 

Core Readings 

Hough Chs 3 (Malik) & 6 (Malik) 

Buzan et al on ‘Securitization’ (see 
Blackboard) 

Supplementary Readings 

You can also read Ch 4 (Stokes) for 
an applied specific critical security 
paradigm, namely feminism 

 

Class Questions 

What is the “new security 
agenda”? How does it relate to 
contemporary global security?  

What is the relationship 
between the study of security, 
and ‘changes’ in “the real world 
out there”? 

What is ‘securitization’? 

What are some the various new 
approaches to security? Why 
has Security Studies deepened 
its view of what security is?  

Has this helped or hindered our 
understanding of security? What 
do these approaches add to 
Security Studies and our 
understanding of contemporary 
security? What do they miss?  

Discussion Piece Prompt(s) 

Thinking about the U.S. national 

Main 
Discussion 
Post on 
Blackboard 

03.29.20 

Discussion 
Post Replies 

03.31.20 

https://scholar.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/slaughter/files/crisis.pdf
https://scholar.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/slaughter/files/crisis.pdf
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security paradigm, do you think 
it is more Realist or Liberal – or 
something else? 

Or 

Does the U.S. national security 
apparatus work within “the new 
security agenda?” as identified 
by Buzan? 

Or 

> How can constructivism help 
us understand security issues? 

Or 

Choose a topic you think has 
been or is being “securitized”, 
and explain why and how 
securitization has happened / is 
happening; 

Or 

Briefly examine the 
consequences – positive and 
negative – of “securitizing” a 
topic of your choice. 

Module 3 

Wars Old and New, and How to Stop 
Them… 

 

Class 03.30.20 

Core Readings 

There’s a lot of reading this week, 
which will be the case from here on 
in! Do as much of the On Wars and 
reading as you can, then feel free to 
focus on particular elements if you 
wish, rather than reading everything. 

On Wars 

Hough Ch 7 (Pilbeam) and Ch 8 

Class Questions 

Is war still the primary security 
threat in the world today? How 
have states practiced and 
responded to war? Is war 
changing post-1945 / post-Cold 
War? 

Is there such a thing as a ‘new 
war’? What defines a ‘new war’? 
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(Pilbeam) 

Mary Kaldor ‘In Defence of New 
Wars’ Stability: International Journal 
of Security and Development 2:1 
(2013) p. 1-16  

Edward Newman ‘The “New Wars” 
Debate: A Historical Perspective is 
Needed’, Security Dialogue 35:2, 
(2004) p. 173 – 189 

Return to (Normal) Great Power 
Competition?   

Walter Russell Mead ‘The Return of 
Geopolitics? The Revenge of the 
Revisionist Powers  Foreign Affairs 
93, 4 (May, June, 2014) 

G. John Ikenberry ‘The Illusion of 
Geopolitics: The Enduring Power of 
the Liberal Order’ Foreign Affairs 93, 
4 (May, June, 2014) 

Supplementary Readings 

This is a huge topic and lots of the 
chapters in Hough cover it. Don’t feel 
like you have to read all of these! 
However, if you can dip into them it 
will be both help in this course, and 
be some good preparation for later 
courses (Strategic Survey of Africa 
especially) 

On Humanitarian Intervention and 
Peacekeeping 

Hough Ch 20 (Pilbeam) 

‘Peace Operations in Africa’ Council 
on Foreign Relations 

What is R2P? 

On Collective and Regional Security 

How effective are collective and 
regional security at stymieing 
war? 

What is humanitarian 
intervention? What is R2P? Who 
and what drives them? Have 
they been successful? Are they 
part of the future of 
international security? 

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/49500/1/__lse.ac.uk_storage_LIBRARY_Secondary_libfile_shared_repository_Content_Kaldor,M_Kaldor_Defence_new_wars_2013_Kaldor_Defence_new_wars_2013.pdf
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/49500/1/__lse.ac.uk_storage_LIBRARY_Secondary_libfile_shared_repository_Content_Kaldor,M_Kaldor_Defence_new_wars_2013_Kaldor_Defence_new_wars_2013.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/peace-operations-africa
https://www.globalr2p.org/what-is-r2p/
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Hough Chs. 21 (Moran), 22 (Hough), 
26 (McCann) 

New Wars 

Hough Chs 12 (Haynes)  

Module 4 

Contemporary Threats: From Nukes 
to Global Terrorism to Energy 
Security 

 

Class 04.06.20 

Core Readings 

Again, there is rather a lot of reading 
this week. You can be selective.  

Hough Ch 9 (Moran - nukes), 11 
(terrorism) 

Supplementary Readings 

Terrorism 

J. M. Berger ‘Extremist Construction 
of Identity: How Escalating Demands 
for Legitimacy Shape and Define In-
Group and Out-Group Dynamics’ 
International Centre for Counter-
Terrorism – The Hague (April, 2017)  
- esp. ‘Introduction and Overview’! 

Ruth Blakeley ‘State Terrorism in the 
Social Sciences: Theories, Methods 
and Concepts’ in Richard Jackson, 
Eamon Murphy, Scott Poynting (eds), 
Contemporary State Terrorism, 
(Routledge Critical Terrorism Studies, 
London: Routledge, 2009), pp.12-27 
(NB. See Blackboard)  

Shadi Hamid and Rashid Dar 
‘Islamism, Salafism, and Jihadism: A 
Primer’ Brookings (July 15th, 2016) 
 

Class Questions 

Has non-proliferation worked? 
Are nukes stabilizers? How does 
nuclear deterrence work?  

What is terrorism? How do we 
meet the challenge of 
terrorism? How effective has 
the Global War on Terror been? 
Are ISIS a terrorist threat, or 
something else? Can states be 
terrorists? 

How important is energy 
security? How is it achieved? 
Are the U.S. energy security 
interests unique?  

Discussion Piece Prompt(s) 

Is the conflict in Syria or the 
Ukraine a “new war”? 

Or 

Should the international 
community be “saving 
strangers” in Syria? Why / why 
not? 

Or  

Why has the international 
community failed to stop the 

Main 
Discussion 
Post on 
Blackboard 

04.12.20 

Discussion 
Post Replies 

04.14.20 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/07/15/islamism-salafism-and-jihadism-a-primer/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/07/15/islamism-salafism-and-jihadism-a-primer/
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Seth G. Jones et al ‘The Evolution of 
the Salafi-Jihadist Threat’ CSIS 
(November 20th, 2018) 
 
Jason Blessing and Elise Roberts ‘The 
Rhetoric of White Supremacist 
Terror: Assessing the Attribution of 
Threat’  

Nukes  

Kenneth N. Waltz, "Why Iran should 
get the Bomb: Nuclear balancing 
would mean stability," Foreign 
Affairs 91, no. 4 (July/August 2012): 
2-5.  
 
Scott D. Sagan, "How to keep the 
bomb from Iran," Foreign Affairs 85, 
no. 5 (September/October 2006): 45-
59.  
 
Daniel Byman and Jennifer Lind 
“Pyongyang’s Survival Strategy: Tools 
of Authoritarian Control in North 
Korea.” International Security 35, 1 
(2010) 

Energy Security  

Selection from Stokes and Raphael 
on U.S. Energy Security 

Syrian civil war? 

Or  

Can North Korea be deterred 
from keeping its nuclear 
weapons, or from using them…? 

Or 

Should Iran have the bomb? 

Or 

Briefly discuss the similarities 
and differences between 
international salafi-jihadist and 
white supremacist terrorism, 
and how that affects designing 
counterterrorism approaches. 

Or 

Can states be terrorists? 

Or 

Is there a growing risk of 
resource war/s? 

Module 5 

Broadening Security: Economics, 
Politics, and Society 

 

Class 04.13.20 

Core Readings 

You can be selective. I might try and 
provide some more material on 
Blackboard on the basics of political 
and societal security.  

Global Economy 

Class Questions 

What is economic security? Who 
is it for? What is its link to 
national security? 

What are societal and political 
security? Who are they for? Are 

Final 
Assignment 
Plan Due 

Sunday 
04.19.20 
11.59pm 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/evolution-salafi-jihadist-threat
https://www.csis.org/analysis/evolution-salafi-jihadist-threat
http://insct.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Blessing_Roberts_Berlin_Report-mwedit070618.pdf
http://insct.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Blessing_Roberts_Berlin_Report-mwedit070618.pdf
http://insct.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Blessing_Roberts_Berlin_Report-mwedit070618.pdf
http://insct.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Blessing_Roberts_Berlin_Report-mwedit070618.pdf
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Carla Norrlof ‘Hegemony, Heirarchy, 
and Unipolarity: Theoretical and 
Empirical Foundations of Hegemonic 
Order Studies’ Oxford Research 
Encyclopedia: World Politics (July, 
2017) 

Peter Dicken ‘What in the World is 
Going On?’ in Global Shift: Mapping 
the Changing Contours of the World 
Economy The Guilford Press, 2015) 

Peter Dicken ‘The Centre of Gravity 
Shifts: Transforming the Geographies 
of the Global Economy’ in Global 
Shift 

Migration and Border Security 

Fiona B. Adamson ‘Crossing Borders: 
International Migration and National 
Security’ International Security 31:1 
(2006) p. 165-199 

Excerpts from Gabriel Popescu 
‘Bordering and Ordering in the 
Twenty-First Century’ (see 
Blackboard) 

John Washington ‘What would an 
Open-Borders World Actually Look 
Like’  

Economic, Societal and Political 
Security 

Excerpts from Buzan et al Security: A 
New Approach (see Blackboard) 

George Orwell ‘Notes on 
Nationalism’  

Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) 

Phil Williams ‘Transnational Criminal 
Networks’ in Networks and Netwars: 
The Future of Terror, Crime, and 

they national security? Are they 
rational?! Do they respond to 
clear threats in a proportionate 
manner? What else determines 
these sectors? 

Should borders be secured? 
Against what? Is 
movement/migration a security 
issue, or as big a security issue, 
as it is increasingly treated? 
What kind of security issue is it? 
Whose security matters at 
borders? 

What is TOC? If it is a security 
issue, who is it a security issue 
for? How, and by whom, should 
it be tackled? What are the 
other darker elements of 
globalization? Is there a link 
between TOC and terrorism? 

https://www.thenation.com/article/open-borders-immigration-asylum-refugees/
https://www.thenation.com/article/open-borders-immigration-asylum-refugees/
https://www.thenation.com/article/open-borders-immigration-asylum-refugees/
https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-and-other-works/notes-on-nationalism/
https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-and-other-works/notes-on-nationalism/
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monograph_reports/MR1382/MR1382.ch3.pdf
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monograph_reports/MR1382/MR1382.ch3.pdf
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Militancy (RAND Corporation, 2001)  

James Bergeron ‘Transnational 
Organized Crime and International 
Security’ The RUSI Journal 158, 2 
(2013) p.6-9 

The White House National Security 
Council ‘Transnational Organized 
Crime: A Growing Threat to National 
and International Security’ (from the 
Strategy to Combat Transnational 
Organized Crime, 2011 – feel free to 
read it all!) 

 

Module 6 

Broadening Security: Health, the 
Environment, and Human Security 

 

Class 04.20.20 

Core Readings 

Hough Ch 5 (Malik), 15 (Hough), Ch 
18 (Hough) 

Supplementary Readings 

Health Security 

Colin McInnes & Kelley Lee ‘Health, 
Security and Foreign Policy’ Review 
of International Studies 32: 1 (2006) 
p. 5-23 

Stefan Elbe ‘AIDS, Security, 
Biopolitics’ International Relations 
19:4 (2005) p.403-419 

We can keep an eye on the COVID-19 
situation here. Note the links 
between health, societal, human, 
and economic security – they do 
always mesh in a neat way, indeed 
they clash… 

Class Questions 

What is environmental security? 
What is it relative importance? 
On what levels does it operate? 
Whose responsibility is it?  

What is the relative importance 
of health security? Is it part of 
societal security, or something 
else? Should health be 
‘securitized’? What are the 
implications of securitizing 
health? What other things does 
this open securitization up to? 

Is global poverty a security 
issue?  

How should it be dealt with if 
so? 

What is human security? Does it 
help us understand global 
security? Does it help us better 

Main 
Discussion 
Post on 
Blackboard 

04.26.20 

Discussion 
Post Replies 

04.28.20 

Class 
Evaluations 
around this 
time 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03071847.2013.787728
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03071847.2013.787728
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03071847.2013.787728
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/nsc/transnational-crime/threat
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/nsc/transnational-crime/threat
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/nsc/transnational-crime/threat
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Environmental Security 

Joshua W. Busby ‘Who Cares about 
the Weather? Climate Change and 
U.S. National Security’ Security 
Studies 17: 3 p. 468-504  

IPCC ‘Global Warming of 1.5C’ 

IPCC ‘Climate Change and Land: 
Summary’ 

Jonathan Blitzer ‘How Climate 
Change is Fueling the US Border 
Crisis’ 

Human Security 

Roland Paris ‘Human Security: 
Paradigm shift or hot 
air?’, International Security, 26:2 
(2001), p. 87-102. 

Mary Martin and Taylor Owen ‘The 
second generation of human 
security: lessons from the UN and EU 
experience’ International Affairs 86:1 
(2010), p. 211-224 

achieve global security, or 
otherwise? What are the 
implications of shifting the 
referent of security from states 
to people?  

Discussion Piece Prompt(s) 

What is the link between 
economic and national security? 

Or 

Is TOC a national security 
threat? Why/why not? 

Or 

Is the securitization of U.S. 
borders commensurate to 
border threats?  

Or 

Is health security taken seriously 
enough as a global security 
threat? 

Or 

Would it help global security for 
environmental security to be 
securitized? 

Or 

Is global poverty a security 
issue? 

Or 

Can human security be an 
operating principle for global 
security? 

Module 7 

A World on Fire? Contemporary 
Global Security and the Role of 

 
Class 04.27.20 

http://lbj.utexas.edu/faculty/busby/wp-content/uploads/securitystudies.pdf
http://lbj.utexas.edu/faculty/busby/wp-content/uploads/securitystudies.pdf
http://lbj.utexas.edu/faculty/busby/wp-content/uploads/securitystudies.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/08/4.-SPM_Approved_Microsite_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/08/4.-SPM_Approved_Microsite_FINAL.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/how-climate-change-is-fuelling-the-us-border-crisis
https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/how-climate-change-is-fuelling-the-us-border-crisis
https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/how-climate-change-is-fuelling-the-us-border-crisis
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Security Studies 

Core Readings 

This will be a summary class in many 
ways, but do complete the core 
reading, as it will help center our 
discussions, and remind us of core 
things from the course overall. 

Hough CH 34 (Malik( 

 Final 
Assignment 
Due 

05.01.20* 

* If you need 
more time 
you must let 
me know as 
soon as you 
are able to. 
There is not 
much 
flexibility 

 

Work Guidance 

Overall Guidance 

There are six pieces of assessed work on the course. One – the Introduction - should be a grade 
booster. The Final Assignment Plan is designed to help you prepare your Final Assignment, but 
it should be a solid plan when you submit it. The Discussion Pieces and Final Assignment are 
designed for me to gauge your understanding of the material and your ability to explain and 
synthesize it 

In those latter exercises the higher marks will be picked up when you show your ability to 
analyze and think critically about the topics we have covered. The prompts are intended to 
provoke you to think through topics in an analytical way. Often you will be trying to argue for or 
against a position, showing why a certain point stands, providing evidence for a claim, showing 
you understand the reasons why things happened, and showing you know the differences 
between how perspectives view events and phenomena.  

Again, as mentioned above, your research and reading is the bedrock upon which all good work 
is based, so be sure to keep up with reading, and research widely.  

Tasks and Assessments  

Introductory Posts 

This is a grade booster. Write an introduction to yourself in the relevant space – get 10 points! 



 21 

Discussion Pieces 

In Modules 2, 4, and 6, you should post a response to the Discussion Piece Prompts. This 
should be 700--900 words. This seems like a lot, but you do have a couple of weeks to complete 
them, and you’ll be surprised how quickly that word limit can be reached given the questions 
you are answering. I have recently changed the name of these exercises from Posts to pieces. 
That gives you an idea you are aiming for something thoughtful here!  

You also must read your classmates' pieces and reply to at least two. Especially try to follow up 
on any responses to your pieces. 

Your main discussion post should provide a clear, concise, and direct answer to the discussion 
question. You should draw in and apply ideas from the required readings, and extra marks can 
be secured with supplementary materials and outside sources. Provide references for all 
material that you paraphrase or quote directly. Try to add a bit of depth for the top marks – 
extra sources, explaining a process, noting complexity, applying an understood concept or 
theory… 

Like your main discussion piece, your replies should be well written and offer something 
substantive. For example, in a reply you can: expand on a point; provide an example or an 
additional argument; ask a question; answer a question; suggest other areas to think about; or, 
in a considerate and constructive way, argue against a point. They don’t have to be long at all, 
just show you are engaged in the discussion. 

Remember you are aiming to show your understanding, and ability to critically analyze the 
topic. I will provide materials and guidance each relevant week to get you thinking about the 
things to look out for and focus on in the discussion. 

Each week's discussion is graded out of 10. To receive a mark of 9 or higher you must submit 
your pieces on time and: 

 Provide a direct and insightful answer to the discussion question in your main discussion 
piece. 

 Within the answer demonstrate you have engaged with and understood the week’s reading 

 Contribute at least 2 replies to classmates' main pieces, which advance the conversation. 

 Include supporting evidence that is specific and compelling.  

 Provide references in APA 

 Write clearly, smoothly, and precisely, avoiding errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation or 
syntax. 

To aim for the 10, you should: 

 Go beyond the Required Reading with an extra source or two! 

 Show analysis and/or depth. Explain a process, go off the beaten track with deeper 
empirical material, accurately apply a theory or concept, critique a source, show how there 
are complexities, nuances, difficulties, and/or competing interpretations. You don’t have 
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to do all of that! Just aim to give it some pizazz!  

 Make your replies really substantive, and show extra effort in them (provide references, 
make an analytical point, show some extra evidence) 

If you are new to Discussion Pieces and would like some more advice, please email me.  

Final Assignment Plan 

Please produce a one-two page plan for your Final Assignment. It is due Sunday 23rd February, 
2020, 11.59pm. 

Planning is essential for the Assignment. You are eventually going to write a 2500-3500 word 
piece on your chosen prompt or topic for the Final Assignment itself. Planning can help with a 
crucial thing in Assignment writing – STRUCTURE! 

Over 1-2 pages, you should set out to achieve three things when planning – what prompt or 
question you want to tackle, the central points or points to argument you want to make, and 
how you want to structure your paper to achieve this. *I WILL PROVIDE A TEMPLATE FOR YOU 
TO USE FOR THIS!* However, here are some pointers! 

 What will your introduction be? Do you have an argument in your paper? Or something 
you want to explore in more depth? 

 What will choose to focus on? Why? What will you leave out for space? 

 What is the key context you need to give for your paper/assignment? Do you have a 
theory or concept you want to apply or use? 

 How will you build your answer or argument through structure? What will your sub-
headings be? How will you connect your work? 

 What is some of the core content you will feature? What references have you found 
already? What do you need more of? 

 What will you conclude? 

We can discuss this in Blackboard, or by email. I will look out for plans that are more advanced 
and cohesive than others, but really doing this is its own reward! It should be another grade 
booster, too. 

Final Assignment 

You are required to complete a Final Assignment at the end of the course. It should be:  

 between 2500- 3500 words (with a 10% leeway) 

 12 font 

 Times New Roman 

 default Word margins 
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 Any images or figures clear and presentable 

The Final Assignment is due 1st May, 2020 by 11.59pm. Work to this deadline. Let me know as 
soon as you can if it will be an issue. 

The assignment questions are very much designed to provoke your critical analytical 
skill! However, if you want to tweak a question, or even design your own, you can do that. You 
must check your idea with me first though, as it has to allow you to meet some course 
objectives. 

You may consult me at any point about the topics and issues you are considering for your 
assignments, via email. Obviously, the sooner you consult me, the more I can help, and the 
quicker you can get cracking! I encourage all of you to do this, but especially those who choose 
the more 'open' assignment questions where you decide an issue / institution to discuss, or 
those of you creating your own topic, so we can talk through your choices. 

I do recommend getting going early. Having a plan early will help later, and it gives you more 
time to gather material. Check in with me.  

Here are some suggested prompts for your Final Paper.  

- Critically evaluate a theoretical approach to Security Studies and its usefulness to 
understanding contemporary global security.  

- What has been won and what has been lost in the move to the “new security agenda”? 

- How useful is the distinction between ‘old’ and ‘new’ wars for understanding contemporary 
global security?  

- Can (and should) the U.S. anchor global security in a changing world? 

- Has the Global War on Terror increased or reduced global security? 

-  Are nuclear weapons a source of stability for global security?  

- Critically discuss U.S. energy security, engaging with the argument of Stokes and Raphael 
discussed in class 

- Pick a non-traditional security area such as health, poverty, the environment. Has it been 
securitized, and what are the (positive and/or negative) consequences of securitizing this issue?  

- How should we deal with transnational organized crime and the ‘dark side of globalization’? 

- Should there be a reformulation of border security in Europe or the U.S.? 

- Critically evaluate human security  
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> Assignment Marking Guide 

 

Element of 
Assignment 

Quality Indicators 

Argument / 
Structure / 
Writing 

Quality assignments will be well-written, clear, coherent, and 
well-structured. A clear sense of a developing answer, with an 
introduction, main body, and conclusion, should be obvious to 
the reader. Points should develop logically, with each sentence / 
paragraph relating to the one before it, and the one following it. 
Sub-headings should be used where appropriate. At the top level 
there will be a clear sense of academic style present in the work. 

Content / 
Analysis / 
Critical 
Thought 

The assignment provides a thorough response to the task, 
displaying an analytical approach. The analysis will be clear, 
logical, thoughtful, thorough, and well supported by evidence. In 
addition to showing an ability to explain and understand core 
material in a clear and precise manner, the best pieces of work 
will offer some form of argument towards the assignment 
question or task. They will marshal a wide range of research 
material and be able to synthesize it into a coherent response. 
They will consider differing viewpoints / consequences / 
implications on a topic and /or issue. They will show an ability to 
understand the nuances of a topic by critically analyzing material, 
for example highlighting strengths and weaknesses in differing 
viewpoints, or exploring multiple implications of a policy issue. 
Importantly the best assignments will use this analysis to serve 
the argument or response. At the top range of marks an 
indication of strong independent thinking or originality will be 
present in the work. 

Research & 
Referencing 

Assignment makes good use of at least 6 relevant, in-depth 
scholarly or government sources. Research is accurate and 
sufficient to support points/arguments made (evidence!). 
Referencing is consistent and accurate. At the top range of marks 
a willingness to go beyond what is required of a good answer and 
away from the Reading List will be shown (i.e. there will be 
significantly more than 6 references!) 

Presentation / 
Spelling & 
Grammar 

Formatting makes the assignment highly readable. Graphics (if 
any) are high resolution and add value to the written material. 
There are minimal errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, and 
syntax. The essay is coherent and easily readable. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/
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